
 

 

  

Anti-Human Trafficking Efforts in Fishing Boats 

 

 To generalize the maltreatment in Thai seafood industry by claiming that people who buy 
Thai seafood are people who buy the products of slave labours is an exaggeration. The 
allegation fails to recognize the ongoing efforts in Thailand to combat human trafficking 
and forced labour in fishery industry. Such work in progress has been done not only by the 
government agencies, but also through coordination and cooperation with relevant 
international organizations, civil society and private sectors. 

 Thai law enforcement authorities have been cooperating with NGOs, both at national and 
local levels. There were several cases in the past that the sources of information from 
NGOs led to successful investigation and prosecution of perpetrators. For example, last 
week, the Royal Thai Police was informed by a local NGO about trafficking case and 
further investigated. The RTP finally arrested 5 Myanmar traffickers who trafficked 
Myanmar migrants and sell them as labour in fishing boats for 10,000 Thai baht in Samut 
Sakorn area. (6th June 2014) 

 Despite the current domestic political situation, Thailand’s commitment to combat human 
trafficking remains intact. On 17th June 2014, the National Council for Peace and Order 
(NCPO) has announced (no.68/2557) that all relevant government offices and state 
agencies are to enforce the law with diligence and efficiency to prevent and combat 
human trafficking. Any government officer fails to carry out the duty or is involved in human 
trafficking conduct is subject to punishment through both disciplinary and criminal 
proceedings. All business sectors are also due to follow legal procedures to ensure 
protection of the rights of migrant workers. This is also to ensure that migrant workers will 
not be subjected to forced labour especially those in the fishing industry and related 
businesses. 

 Earlier on 16th June, the NCPO has announced (no.67/2557) the temporary measures for 
migrant workers. The temporary measure is the preparation for systematic management of 
migrant workers with the goal to have them registered so that they would be protected and 
accorded welfare under Thai labour law. This provision is very important for minimizing risk 
of labour exploitation and trafficking in persons. 
 

Overall Situation 
 Majority of labours in Thai fishing vessels are migrant workers. Those with illegal status are 

vulnerable and easily exposed to the risk of falling prey to trafficking rings which are 
organized syndicates operating across borders.  

 Human trafficking in fishing boats is a major challenge for Thai Government. However, the 
nature of the fishing industry should be viewed separately and differently from other 
seafood industries which are operating on shore and exposed to none of geographical 
challenges. And Thailand’s overall efforts to combat trafficking in persons in fishing 
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industry and the progress made so far, which is an encouraging sign, should be taken into 
account. 

 The issue of human trafficking in fishing boats should not be generalized to imply overall 
situation of Thai seafood industries. Thailand has been working to improve the labour 
standards in Thai Seafood industries by promoting good labour practices and intensifying 
labour inspections.   

 The Thai Government focuses on building strong partnership with civil society. NGOs are 
working with Thai agencies at national and local level to provide information leading to 
rescue operations and expertise in the process of victim identification and victim 
protection.  

 The Thai Government is also working with the private sector to encourage their compliance 
with the elimination of trafficking in persons in the industries. The Thai Fishery Producers 
Coalition pledge to comply with international labour standard and Thai labour law. They 
envisage that such strong commitment will eventually marginalize bad industries and 
pressured them to comply with the law.  
 

Law and regulations 
 Overall strategy of Thailand to combat and suppress trafficking in persons in fishing 

vessels is to close the gaps in regulating labours and the vessels. 
 Thailand has enlisted work on fishing boats as hazardous work and issued the regulation, 

in the mandate of the National Committee to Eliminate Worst Form of Child Labour, 
prohibiting children younger than 18 years of age to work in fishing boats. 

 
Measures 
 The Ministry of Labour has established seven Labour Co-ordination Centres (LCCs) in the 

Fisheries Industry along the coastal provinces of Thailand, as a measure to enhance the 
ability to better check and monitor current labour flows in the fishery industry so as to curb 
labor trafficking on fishing boats as well as related industries. 
o The LCCs are also envisaged to help support the work of the labour inspection 

team and law enforcement officers in monitoring these industries. The centres have 
already started the registration process for undocumented migrant workers in the 
fisheries industry since mid-September. As of January 2014, there are 4,250 
labourers authorized to get their work permit on fishing vessels. 

o The LCCs, in cooperation with network of local line agencies, are also designated, 
when fully operational, to cover 5 areas of work including; regulating labour, 
regulating fishing vessels, labour protection, prosecution of trafficking in persons 
crime and rescue and rehabilitation. 

 The Good Labour Practices Guidelines for Primary Processing Workplaces in the Shrimp 
and Seafood Industry (GLP/PPW), based on the ILO labour standard and related Thai 
laws, has been launched and implemented since September 2013. The aim is to 
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encourage entrepreneurs to voluntarily participate so to better comply with the labour laws 
and regulations highlighting elimination of trafficking in persons, child labour and forced 
labour, and improving migrant workers’ protection and rights. Thailand is also finalising the 
GLP for 3 other seafood-related industries/workplaces, namely shrimp and seafood 
processing, shrimp farm and fishing boats. 

 Integrated fishing boats inspection is operated in 22 coastal provinces by the Ministry of 
Labour in cooperation with the Department of Fisheries, the Marine Department, the Royal 
Thai Navy and the Marine Police Division. In January 2014, 113 fishing boats were 
inspected, but no case of trafficking in persons was found. 

 Standardized Labour Contract has been developed in 5 languages; Thai, English, Khmer, 
Burmese and Laotian. This standardized contract as agreed by employers is an important 
part in labour registration process that will ensure employers’ commitment to accord 
appropriate labour protection to their employees. 
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